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_ ‘The present issue, the first of the third volume of the NEWSLETTER, inaugurates a 
ies of NEWSLETTER supplements. We look forward to the time when the Association may 
able to support a journal of its own. At the present time, such an undertaking is 
ond our resources, financial and otherwise. The NEWSLETTER Supplements may, however, 
Looked upon as a first, interim step in this direction. Leaving the essential form 
the NEWSLETTER untouched, they still make possible the presentation of topics beyond 


“scope of the NEWSLETTER, as it has thus far functioned. 


NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENTS 


= Supplements are planned as one page inserts to the NEWSLETTER, designed to 

at in each case a single topic judged to be of interest to Catholic psychologists. 
jupplements will begin with a series on the history of the older Catholic departments 
psychology. Since accurate information on the earlier beginnings of Catholic psychology 
this country is not readily available, and is indeed often difficult to obtain, it is 

2d that this series will not only prove of interest to our members, but will also fur- 

h a valuable historical record. Appropriately, the series will be inaugurated by the 
tory of our oldest department of psychology, that at the Catholic University of Americe. 
sequently, it is planned to run a series of similar supplements on ethical and moral 
blems connected with the practice of psychology. The Supplements make possible the 

sf treatment of a variety of topics. We would welcome suggestions from our members 

h reference to topics to be given such treatment. 


» . ST. DYMPHNA, PATRON OF THE MENTALLY ILL 


Information on St. Dymphna has just come to our attention, and we reproduce some 
here, because we are sure that it will be of interest to many of our members. 


St. Dymphna, virgin and martyr, patron of those suffering from nervous and mental 
orders, wes born in the sixth century, the daughter of a pagan king of Ireland. The 

's beautiful wife died when her daughter was still a child, and Dymphna was reared 

ome good Christian women. At first the king was prostrate with grief over the death 

s wife, but eventually he was persuaded by his counsellors to seek solace in a second 
ze. He commissioned certain of his courtiers to find for him «4 new queen who would 
the match of his first wife in beauty and character. After an exhaustive search, the 
jengers returned to say that they could find no one so charming and amiable as his own 
sly daughter, Dymphna, who had grown to resemble her mother to a remarkable degree in 
and disposition. The king then conceived the plan of marrying his cwn daughter. 
was horrified at the thought, and asked for a period of forty days to consider the 
Upon the advice of her spiritual director, she fled from the country and found 
in the town of Gheel, in Belgium. Here the king found her, and when she still 

ted his proposals, he slew her with his own hand, in the fifteenth year of her age. 


4 


Many cures were wrought through the intercession of the martyr of purity, and a 
aificent Bascilica was erected in the village of Gheel as a fitting tomb for her body. 
ly she became known as the patron of those suffering from nervous and mental ills, 
st day, May 15th, is a national holiday in Belgium. At first the patients who 
1. were lodged in a small annex built onto the Church. Then gredually it came 
he patients were placed in the homes of families living in Gheel. From this 
1 developed into a town world-famous for its care of the mentally 
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ACPA NEWSLETTER afflicted. In the thirteenth century the 
"Infirmary of St. Elizabeth", conducted by tk 

Bimonthly publication of the American| Sisters of St. Augustine, was built for the 
Catholic Psychological Association. hospital care of the patients. Most of the ] 
) after some time spent in the hospital, are pl] 
-Editpr: Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. in one or other of the families of Gheel, whe 


Fordham University they lead a comparatively normal life. Every 
New York 58, N. Y. ' | in Gheel is proud to welcome to its inmost ci 
such patients as are ready to return to the : 


Book Review Editor: vironment of family life. Christian charity, 
jJoined*to generations of experience, has give 


Dr. Virginia M. Staudt the people of Gheel an intimate and tender sk 
Notre Dame College | in dealing with their charges, so that in con 
Staten Island 1, N. Y. quence the colony system of Gheel is unmatche 


throughout the world for its care of the ment 
ill. St. Dymphna and Gheel are unique in the 
history of medical psychology. Today, Gheel 
$52 town of approximately 20,000 inhabitants and 

3,000 mental patients. Ped | 
There are at least two chapels in mental hospitals in this country dedicated td 
Dymphna, and there may be others. One is at Longview Hospital, Cincinnati, and the ¢ 
is at Massillon State Hospital, Massillon, Ohio. There are booklets available conta: 
prayers to St. Dymphna and a more extensive sketch of her life than is given here. f 
Austin W. Scully, chaplain at Massillon State Hospital, has graciously offered to ser 
copy of the booklet to any of our ACPA members who would wish to write and request of 


NEWS BRIEFS 


- ACPA ACTIVITY IN THE APA: Rev. Charles A. Weisgerber, S.J., of the University 
Detroit, has been appointed for a three year term (1952-1955) to the APA Committee or 
Ethical Standards for Psychology....Rev. John W. Stafford, C.S.V., of the Catholic 
University of America, continues as APA representative to the War Claims Commission's 
Special Advisory Committee, and Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael, of the Office of Vocatior 
Rehabilitation of the Federal Security Agency, continues s his appointment eas APA repre 
entative to the National Society for Crippled Children and Adults....A check through 
the index number of PSYCHOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS for 1952 reveals that 23 ACPA members con 
tributed a total of 29 publications in the period covered by the 1952 Abstracts. The 
29 publications break down into 21 articles, 3 chapters in collaborative books, 2 mon 
graphs, and 2 books. This output compares with 29 ACPA members who appeared in the 1 
Abstracts, as contributing 37 entries for that period. Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael is 
most prolific writer for the period in question, having contributed a book, an articl 
and a chapter in another book: Five ACPA members serve as abstractors for this pub- 
lication. 


ABOUT ORGANIZATIONS: The fall meeting of the Chicago Society of Catholic 
Psychologists, held on December 6th, was addressed by His Eminence Samuel Cardinal St 
Archbishop of Chicago. The Cardinal urged Catholic psychologists to approach the stu 
and practice of psychology in the light of their faith, guided by the recent allocuti 
of Pope Pius XII to the medical profession. The reference here is to the address of 
Holy Father of September 14th, 1952, to the 300 members of the first international cc 
of the histopathology of the nervous system, in which the Pontiff discussed “the mors 
limits of medical science in research and treatment." This discourse has a number c 
pertinent applications for Catholic psychologists, and the complete English text is 
available in the October, 1952, issue of THE LINACRE QUARTERLY, the Journal of the 
Federation of Catholic Physicians' Guilds....The Catholic University of America has 
inaugurated with the current academic year a Marriage Counseling Center. The prograr 
includes pre-marital and post-marital instruction and guidance for single and marrie 
_ persons, and graduate classes leading to the master's degree. Those enrolled for on 
year will receive their M.A. degree as teachers in marriage and family education, an 
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nts who complete the two-year program will be given M.A. degrees as marriag 
elors. On the advisory board of the Center are Rev. Paul H. Furfey, and Rev. John 
afford, C.S.V.....A Chapter of Psi Chi, National Honor Society in Psychology, was 
lled at Loyola University, Chicago, by Professor E. Haggard, of the University of 

1BO- This is the first chapter of Psi Chi in a Catholic college or university in 

nited States. Dr. Frank J. Kobler is the faculty moderator....Rev. John J. Evoy,S.d.,). 


of the new psychology department at Gonzaga University in Spokane, announced this 
the opening of a Psychological Service Center there. It will function as 4 guidance 


esting service for the University, and also be the local VA center. 


ABOUT INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS: Rev. Patrick J. Frawley, of Catholic Charities, New 
| participated on November 13th in an interdisciplinary panel discussion on Vocational 
eling of an Adult, sponsored by the New York Vocational Guidance Association.... 

r Mary Amatora, 0.S.F. discussed the topic, "Personality Adjustment of the School 
"held at the joint meeting of the Indiana Psychological Association and the Indiana 
my of Science on October 17th. Sister Amatora's "Diagnostic Teacher-Rating Scale” 
eleased by the C.A. Gregory Test Publishing Company, Cincinnati, on September lst.... 
abian L. Rouke has recently completed a series of lectures on applied psychology as 
of the in-service training program of the New York State Department of Insurance.... 
William C. Bier, S.J. participated with Leo S. Loomie, M.D. in a discussion of the 

:: Are Psychoanalysis and Catholicism Compatible? This discussion wes held at 

vue Hospital, New York City, on December 12th, and constituted the sixth in a series 
bnferences on Medico-moral problems, sponsored by the Associated Medical Newman Clubs 
w York....Sister Anne Cawley, 0.5.B. of the psychology department of Mount St. 
lastica College, Atchison, Kansas, delivered a paper entitled "Is it time for a 
wological science of morality?" at the biennial meeting of the Education-Psychology 
.on of the American Benedictine Academy held at Belmont Abbey College, Belmont, 

a Carolina, August 25-28....Dr. John V. Quaranta, of Manhattan College, spoke on 

a cognition and animal learning on the Television Program, "All Star News", on 

sber lith....Dr. Walter J. Coville, clinical psychologist at St. Vincent's Hospital, 
York City, has been elected to the Executive Council of the Metropolitan New York 
ciation for Applied Psychology....Dr. William C. Cottle, of the University of Kansas, 
nce, Kansas, Was~one of three state consultants to address the First Invitational 
‘School Counselor Conference at the University of Missouri on November 17-18. The . 

» of his paper was "Some Common Elements in Counseling." 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


id 


ck, A.A. HISTORY OF AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGY. New York: Library Publishers, 1952. 
wiv # 426. $6.00 


Psychology in America has:-shown an enormous growth during its existence of almost 

© quarters of a century. It has surpassed all other countries in volume and weight, 

Is now holding hegemony. It became highly desirable that someone trace this growth 
rican psychology and point out its various phases. A.A. Roback who grew with 

ican psychology and who has always been interested in its history, as his previous 
cations indicate, undertook this task and has given us the first complete history, 

aning with the colonial days and ending with the present status. 

‘The book is fascinating reading because of the original treatment of topics, inter- 

ng details, frankness, and vivid style. The author does not present merely the his- 

sal facts. He also critically evaluates movements and persons. In some instances 

re given a new appraisal of certain events (for example, the role of Watson, 

ag 11). The most valuable and interesting evaluation is that of operationism, and 

‘fb: reviewer's opinion the best ever presented thus far by anybody. In it Roback is 

ngly opposed to the tendency to reduce psychology ‘to physics. "Psychology", he states, 

get into the physicalistic state, but only by laying the ghost and becoming 

i} ee 
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depsychologized" (p. 333). Although he has no patience for those psychologists of t 
past who mixed science with religion ( for example, Schmucker, Paine), yet he ob ject 
equally to those who consider the physicalistic viewpoint solely as scientific. Fur 
more he condemns the rejection of a psychologist from the realm of science because h 
philosophy comprises God, soul, or tree will. ; 


Catholic psycholégists will be pleased to find a separate chapter on neo-schola 
psychology which the author considers as one of the schools of modern psychology. Fe 
the first time a general history of scientific psychology contains a presentation an 
discussion of Thomistic psychology and its representatives. Among the latter Pace, 
T.V. Moore, Mailloux and Brennan are specifically mentioned. The French Canadian sc 
(Montreal) as compared with other Catholic places is more extensively reviewed. Rob 
has to be commended for making an honest sttempt to give the general reader an idea 
of what Thomistic psychology is and to present its plea. "The neo-scholastic viewpoi 
he says, "whether it is colored by theology or not, is entitled to a hearing just as 
any other position in psychology. Aside from that, however, the actual contributions 
both experimental and theoretical.... are a peInebae addition to our science" (p. 371 
and he adds "It may be observed quite impartially that many of the Thomistic veo 
and discussions are more readable than our own" (p. 370). 


The book will be a good one to use not only in courses in the History of Psychol 
but also in Systematic Psychology. 


Fordham University Henryk Misiak. | 
New York, N. Y. | 


Vinacke, W. Edgar, THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THINKING. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 195% 
Pp. xi + 392. $5.50 — 

In his chapter on "Historical Background", the author, who is Associate Professol 
of Psychology at the University of Hawaii, recognizes that the psychologist intereste< 
in the nature of thinking "needs to have a good background in the history of philosopl 
and science, out of which psychology has emerged. Otherwise, he is incapable of eval- 
uating 'new' ideas, which may, in fact, not be new at all". The philosophically alert 
reader will be further heartened by the acknowledgment that the Greek philosophers 
"thought and wrote extensively about essentially the same areas of psychology which cc 
cern us today, although it was not called psychology in our sense of the word". When 
reads, however, that "Between the period of Greek scholarship and the Renaissance, lit 
advance was made in the study of psychology," he may begin to wonder whether the authc 
possesses, in addition to his biases, the historico-philosophical equipment which he 
himself recognizes as necessary for the task at hand. The reader does not have to go 
beyond this chapter, the second of 17, to have his doubt resolved. 


Hear, for example, Dr. Vinacke's estimate of Aristotle's peychology of thinking: 
"Aristotle's conception of the mind rests upon the basic idea of motion. One might se 
that mental eee are inner motions which persist after initial stimulation throug 
the senses" 


If he is shocked to discover, after all these years, that Aristotle was in truth 
a disciple of Thomas Hobbes, he can take comfort in Dr. Vinacke's contredisant revels 
tion in the next paragraph that this materialistic Aristotle was simultaneously more 
Platonically spiritualistic than Plato himself. Thus Aristotle's psychology "separate 
the mind, or soul, from the body and divided the former into distinct ee ascribing 
to it an independent existence”. 

1 

The reader is now prepared for the worst. What follows in 15 chapters, dealing 
with such crucial problems as "consciousness", "imageless thought,” "logic in relation 
to the psychology of thinking,” “concept formation,” "nroblem=solvine, " "imagination," 


and "creative thinking," is for the most part a distressing object lesson in the trutt 
of the observation first he ie 
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; ‘Aside from an occasionally fair summary of the literature, as in the chapter on 
T esdeussolving, there is little to recommend this book. The author's behavioristic 
parti pris is almost everywhere obvious, precluding even clear distinctions among 
concepts, images, neural and visceral processes, reasoning, judgments, and emotional 
states. The chapter on logic does not appear to recognize the existence of non-cate- 
gorical modes of reasoning, let alone their importance in scientific and practical 
thinking. The style is heavy and often grammatically inelegant. 


All in all, it is doubtful that the Catholic (or any other) psychologist will 
obtain more than an occasional reference of worth from this well-intentioned but 
woefully inadequate book. ~ ; 


DePaul University Raymond J. McCall. 
chicago 1, Illinois 


Boisen, Anton T., THE EXPLORATION OF THE INNER WORLD. (Rev. Ed.) New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1952 Pp. xiii / 322. $4.00 


This book was orieinal ly published in 1936. It has been reprinted without change 
decause the author hopes to recall the attention of psychiatry to his central thesis, 
Thich he feels has undergone no substantial changes in the last sixteen years but which, 
much to his disappointment, has not yet been checked by other workers. 


_ Anton Boisen is Research Associate in the Psychology of Religion and chaplain at 
she Elgin (I1l.) State Hospital and is a lecturer at the Chicago Theological Seminary. 
[In 1920 he underwent a severe mental disturbance, diagnosed catatonic dementia praecox, 
(or which he was confined. Although his friends had little hope for his recovery, he 
merged from this experience which was highly colored with religious elements, a better 
lan with a new and positive direction in his life. From this, stems the central thesis 
ff his book, documented by case studies gleaned later during his chaplaincy that func- 
sional disorders and deep religious experiences such as ‘conversions' are remarkably 
similar, are both attempts to reorganize one's experience and thus represent the healing 
forces of nature. The basis of distinction between pathology and conversion lies in the 
fuccessful or unsuccessful outcome of this tumultuous attempt. 


In his pathological case studies he underlines the conspicuousness of religious 
ind similar preoccupations among those with functional psychoses. In a later section he 
inalyzes great religious geniuses of history and shows aspects of their conversion ex- 
leriences which today's psychiatrist would be inclined to call pathological, though per- 
laps not justly. It is with this latter area of the religious geniuses that a Catholic 
fould be annoyed. When Boisen gets into the field of Sacred Scripture he naturally enough 
idopts many typically Protestant positions, in no way acceptable to the Catholic scholar. 
it. Paul, Jeremias, Jesus Christ, George Fox (the Quaker) and St. Theresa of Avila are 
ill used of examples of the semi-pathological nature of deep religious experience. Religion 
6 ‘socialization on the level of that which is conceived as universal and abiding' which 
lay not include the idea of God. Christ is a great religious leader but there is no 
mdication that he is truly divine. His scanty references to the Catholic Church depict 
% as an institution of great formalism but little of the true spirit of religion. On 
she other hand, the author shows himself a man of wide experience and education combined 
fith a thorough knowledge of psychology. His positions and thoughtful reactions to moot 
oints in contemporary psychology and psychiatry are very like our own. I feel the author 
be a man of wisdom with many original insights in the areas which he covers. 


An interesting practical point for the clergy is his description of the clinical 
which he inaugurated as far back as the early thirties for theological students 


including a guided internship in a mental hospital during three months of the summer. 


I would, then, recommend this book to the clinical psychologist, psychiatrist 
and priest for the psychological and pastoral value which it has for those who can 
cope with its serious, though not surprising, scriptural, historical and doctrinal 


deficiencies. 
Meryknoll Seminary Paul F. D'Arcy, MM. 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 


Salter, Andrew THE CASE AGAINST PSYCHOANALYSIS. New York: Henry Holt, 1952. 
Pp. ix + 179. $2.50 


From what you would see of psychoanalysis in this book, you would not like it. 
I doubt that anyone would. To this extent the author has accomplished his purpose, 
which was, as the title clearly enough indicates, to present the case against 
psychoanalysis. 


There may be difference of opinion as to how effective a case the author pre- 
sents; this reviewer does not find it very convincing. It suffers, as do all 
one-sided presentations, from a selection of material. The reason that psychoan- 
alysis is a controversial subject is that there is something to be said for it as 
well as against it. It is unquestionably an author's right to present only the 
opposition case, if he so chooses, but in that event his presentation suffers the lim- 
itations of any one-sided position. It leaves to the reader the task of looking up the 
other side and weighing both to arrive at the balance. Since there is a balance to be 
struck, a work such as the present one seems to this reviewer to be unconvincing. The 
only favorable reference to psychoanalysis in the entire book is the following: "...his 
(Freud's) sexually liberating influence on the post-Victorian world merits strong com- 
mendation” (pp. 12-13), and the choice of this particular feature of psychoanalysis 
for favorable comment is rather surprising in view of what the author has to say on 
this topic in other portions of the book. 


The book is semi-popular in style, and the author descends to a certain number of 
glib phrases, which settle nothing. For instance, he writes: "Whenever a psychoanalys 
has a fact he can't explain, he modifies it with a hypothesis he can't prove.” (p. 58), 
and again: "In fact, we may say it is not even the interpretation of dreams at all. 

It is the psychoanalytic interpolation of dreams..." (p. 92, emphasis, the author's). 
Sometimes the author's designation amounts to misrepresentation, as, for instance, when 
he writes: "Freud also tinkered with the therapeutic aims of psychoanalysis...." (p. 1 
Whatever one may think, one way or another of Freud, one cannot with any equity say tha 
he was a tinker in psychotherapy. 


Salter has read Freud, completely and carefully, and, in the opinion of this re- 
viewer, the most valuable portion of the book consists in the careful documentation 
given to his statements about psychoanalysis in the writings of Freud. There are not 
in this book a mass of vague generalities as to what psychoanalysis is or is not, but, 
refreshingly, the author gives explicit references each time to substantiate his state- 
ments. The book is inexpensive, and this feature alone is worth the price of the book. 
Only do not, in fairness to the author and to the system which he criticizes, take this 
presentation as the whole case in reference to psychoanalysis. 

Fordham University William C. Bier, S. J. 
New York, N. Y. 
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Thurstone, L.L., APPLICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGY. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1952. 
Pp. 209. $3.00 , ; 


This heterogeneous group of essays edited by Thurstone in honor of Walter Bingham 
is sufficiently diversified to invite inspection by all psychologists whatever their 
fields of special interest may be. The nine essays embrace such varied topics as 
selection materials developed by the Carnegie Tech group for Life Insurance Companies, 
a statistical treatment of validation of measures of interest and temperament and an 
interesting and informative discussion of the problems and procedures of the Pepsi-Cola 
Scholarship Program. 


Among the more challenging, mention may be made of Thurstone's hypothesis on the 
mature of creative talent and the types of observation end experiment by which it might 
be investigated. He offers helpful suggestions for encouraging students to cultivate 

attitudes which foster the production of ideas. 


In quite a different vein and bound to create intense reactions is the article by 
Wells entitled "Should This Student Be At Harvard?" The dogmatic assertion that stu- 
dents with Scholastic Aptitude Test scores higher than 650 should not attend an auto- 
nomous college (but should attend Harvard) may not meet with the enthusiastic approval 
of all readers. 


_ Worth singling out for special mention is E,A. Lee's thought-provoking challenge 
to educators and psychologists to work together develop more scientific programs 
for the selection of more suitable personnel for the various levels of educational 

service. His main thesis is that the problem of selection is not a single step in a 
‘process. It is rather a series of events beginning with the recruitment of promising 
young people, continuing through the training period into om ta and considering 
futures in supervision and administration. 


More along clinical lines, Cleeton emphasizes the fact that human diagnosis in 
employee selection, classification and placement, cannot be solved by mere statistical 
evaluation of test scores or other limited quantitative evidence. This article con- 
tains an excellent criticism of those schools of psychological thought which place dis- 

proportionate emphasis on normative interpretations of data obtained through the ad- 
ministration of psychological tests. Cleeton reiterates the importance of professional 
judgment, knowledge and skill in evaluation. He presents an effective discussion on 
the merits of a test when injected into an employment situation, some constructive ideas 
on the evaluative interview, and a well-selected annotated bibliography. 


It is apparent from these selections that this is not an integrated treatment of 
applied psychology. There is neither unity nor continuity of thought in this volume. 
As a memorial, one would have wished that more substantial contributions had been chosen 
'to honor the man who wielded such a tremendous influence on applied psychology and bus- 
-iness methods as they relate to the selection of personnel and efficiency of work. 
; 


Archdioeesan Vocational Service Genevieve P. Hunter 
New York, N. Y. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW AS OF DECEMBER Leb a. 


Ashby, W.R. DESIGN FOR A BRAIN, New York: John Wiley, 1952. 
Pp. ix ? 260. $6.00. ; 


Bergler, Edmund THE SUPEREGO. New York: Grune and Stratton, 1952. 
Pp. x # 367. $6.75% : 


Eysenck, H.J. THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF PERSONALITY. New York: Macmillan, 1952. 
Po. xiii’ 7°320. " $4.50, . 


Grensted, L.W. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION. New York: Oxford University Press, 195 
Pp. vi 181. $3.00 | , > gs 


Jordan, Arthur M. MEASUREMENT IN EDUCATION. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1953. 
Pp. xi 4 533. $5.25. 


Maier, N.R. PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN RELATIONS. New York: John Wiley, 1952. 
Pp. ix #474. $6.00. . ; 


Mikesell, W. & Hanson, G. PSYCHOLOGY OF ADJUSTMENT. ,New York: D. Van Nostrand,. 
Pp. ix # 406. $4.50. 


Shaffer, G.W. & Lazarus, R.S. FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1952. Pp. xi 4540. $6.00. 


Thurston, Herbert THE PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF MYSTICISM. Chicago: Henry Regnery, | 
Pp. viii #419. $6.00. . ) 
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